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The General Convention of the Episcopal Church in the U.S.A. 
opens on September 26 at San Francisco, and we should all be 
remembering it in our prayers.~ In the course of its business there 
will be presented the report of the Joint Commission on 
_ Approaches-to Unity which is summarized on page 93. for the 

first time since 1940 the Commission presents a unanimous report. 
Two points are speetally to be noted. First, the need that clergy 
and laity should study the issues involved thoroughly and should 
honestly face the * differences of conviction, and the tensions 
which this study will disclose ’’. And secondly the need for 
greater unity among ourselves before any wider unity can be 
achieved. “It is a glory of the ‘Anglican Communion,” the 
report says, * that it has affirmed the positive insights of both 
Catholic and Protestant traditions; it has held, in tension and 
balance liberty and authority, faith and reason, Holy Scripture 
and the experience of the Church. Our glory becomes our shame. 
if any of us unchurch fellow Churchmen with whom we difter. 
‘There should be no room among us for distrust or suspicion toward 
those who, no less than.we, hold the faith with firmness, yet with 


- 


differences of emphasis in statement or expression. | Though men 
may not agree, they may hold their different views in a Spirit of 
such tolerance and love as not to harm their fellowship.”’ 


* * * * 


The Statement by the College of Bishops of the Episcopal 
Church in Scotland regarding the Church of South India will, we 
trust, be followed by a complementary statement which would 
remove the misunderstanding which has arisen from the first. 

After concurring in Resolutions 52 (6) and (c) of the Lambeth 
Conference, the Bishops point out that the Constitution of the 
C.S.I. is such that they cannot be in communion with it, and they 
reprint the passage from the Lambeth Report (Pt. II, p. 44) which 
outlines the points in which amendment is required 

Their recommendations “‘ for immediate and practical action "’ 
as regards ex-Anglicans follow almost verbally Lambeth Resolu- 
tions 54 (a), (4), (c), (d), but without any reference to the “ regula- 
tions of the responsible authorities in the area concerned ”’. 
Bishops, Presbyters, and Deacons ordained in the C.S.I., however, 
are not to be allowed to exercise their ministry or claim provileges 
in the Episcopal Church, though lay communicants who have 
_ received episcopal Confirmation are to be * admitted to Com- 
munion if temporary visitors to Scotland under the principle of 

‘economy’ "’, but if they come as permanent residents, * they 
should be received in the same manner as members of other 
Episcopal Churches which are not in communion with the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland.”” Other lay communicants of the 
C.S.I. have no rights or status. 

What has led to misunderstanding is the absence of any refer- 
ence to regulations regarding the reception of ex-Anglicans. Few 


people are aware that Canon XVI of the Episcopal-Church in- 


Scotland requires ** that no Rector or priest in charge shall permit 
any clergyman to officiate in his church until he have satisfied 
himself that the said clergyman has been episcopally ordained . . . 
and will conform to the doctrine and discipline of this Church ’’. 


A complementary statement drawing attention to the Canon and 


making it clear that the statement is to be read in the light of the 
canon and not vice versa _ would clear up the doubts that have 


arisen. 
: * * * * 


The Seventh Annual Conference of the Council with its Repre- 
sentatives in the dioceses was held at Oxford on June 30 and 
July 1. Including guests, it was attended by fifty priests who 
came from twenty-nine dioceses. We are again this year most 
grateful to the Society of St. John the Evangelist for their 
gracious hospitality” 
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The guest speaker at the first session was the Rev. E. Gordon 
Rupp, M.A., B.D., of Richmond College, who gave us a Free 
Churchman’s view of why we are wrong in our opposition to such 
schemes of union as that in South India. It was clear from the 
discussion that followed that some of the points of the address 
had gone home, and we are grateful to Mr. Rupp for coming to 
speak to us. 

At the second session the Treasurer and Secretary made their 
reports: the former appealed for more support for the funds of 
the Council, and the latter urged the need of more subscribers to 
Faith and Unity. 

The main subject of the Conference was ‘‘ Convocation and the 
Church of South India "’ and the necessity that the regulations 
postulated in Resolution 54 (a) of the Lambeth Conference should 


_be such as will safeguard the standard of faith of the Church of 


England. The principal speakers were the Rev. H. S. Hutchinson 
and the Rev. M. Bruce, of the Northern and Southern Convoca- 
tions respectively. A profitable discussion followed, and the 
suggestions made for action are being considered by the Council. 


Continuing Anglicans in South India are not confined to the 
Nandyal area. On hearing that the congregation of St. John’s, 
‘Secunderabad, had invited Fr. Williams, Provincial Superior, 
S.S.J.E., in India, to visit them and bring them what help and 
encouragement he could, the prot Picco. passes] a resolution 
expressing the hope that he would do so and the belief that as no 
provision had yet been made for them in their isolation from the 
Anglican Communion * he woutd be fully justified in supplying 
them with the Sacraments so far as this i Is within his power 

The visit has since been made and “ was very much worth 
while. A large majority of the congregations of St. John’s, » 
Secunderabad, and of the neighbouring church of St. George's, 
Hyderabad, are quite determined to remain Anglicans. They are 
Anglo-Indians of the best type, educated and intelligent, and seem 
to have quite a clear grasp of the principles involved. We had an 
enthusiastic meeting on the 14th July. There are some most 
dificult problems. They are compelled, much against their 
wishes, to go to the local C.S.I. Chaplain for burial of the dead, 
marriages and_baptism Of, children (though one family travelled 
all the way to Nandyal for an Anglican priest to baptize) ”’ 

These and other isolated congregations of loyal continuing 
Anglicans have a real claim on our prayers. * ee 


* * 4 


The Greek Orthodox Church’s membership of the World Council 
of Churches appears to be a subject of controversy within that 
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Church. In Eké&lesia, the official organ of the-Church, Metro- 
politan Michael of Corinth wrote against membership if dogmatic 
matters are to be discussed, since these “ are already completely 
-resolved ’’ for the Orthodox and cannot be the subject of dis- 
cussion. In reply Metropolitan Germanos of Thyateira held it to 
be the duty of the Orthodox to support their teaching at all times 
and said that by joining in the ** Faith and Order ’’ movement 
they had sacrificed none of their “teaching and had “ had the 
courage to protest whenever the conferences adopted dogmatic 
expressions ’ they could not accept. Further, Metropolitan 
Panteleimon of Edessa pointed out that the World Council “ is 
not a confederation of Churches, but a deliberative and consultative 
organization ’’, which exists “to minister to the Churches, not 
to govern them’’. ‘ The matter of participation in the World 


Council . . . must be very carefully and unhurriedly studied . . . 
before a final stand is taken ’’, he concluded. 
* * * * 


Lambeth and Supplemental Ordination. We are now able to 
print the summary of the Appendix to the Lambeth Report 
(Part II, p. 64) on the Theory of ‘ Supplemental Ordination ”’ 
which we omitted from Fr. Vogel’s article (p. 87) last month. 

‘‘ In the discussions with non-episcopal Churches the question of 
the Unification of Ministries plays a great part, for which the 
expression ‘‘ Supplemental Ordination has been widely used 
hitherto. On this subject, an appendix to the Report of the 
Committee—which is yet no part of the Report—places the 
following two views alongside one another :— 


‘‘r. Ministers are organs of the Body of Christ, and act by 
commission of Christ, the Head, and of the Church which is His 
Body. They need commissioning through Christ, and the Church. 
Their ordination can only stand beyond question when it is 
performed by such men as have themselves unmistakable. author- 
ity from Christ and the entire Church to perform this commission- 
ing. In the New Testament and in the earliest times, this was the 
case. After the Reformation, it can be said that the non- 
episcopal ministers possess the commission through Christ, and 
their own Churches, but those who ordain them do not act by 
_ commission of the entire Church. Similarly it can be asserted 

‘that the episcopally ordained ministers possess the commission 
through Christ, and their own Church, and that the Episcopate 
Should be intrinsically the ordaining organ of the whole Church. 
The spiritual office in the divided Churches has thus a. commission 
through Christ, and through a part of His Body, but not through 
the whole of it. Therefore supplemental ordination is necessary 
for all ministers, which without denying the reality of their 
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; [Continued on page 96. 
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REPORT THE AMERICAN JOINT 
COMMISSION APPROACHES UNITY 


“Part I. AND ORDER‘ 


I. The work of the Commission, laid down for it by resolutions 
of ey General Convention of 1946, was :— 

“to continue negotiations with the Presbyterian Church 
m the United States of America, and to further or initiate such 
conversations with ... other Christian bodies”. 

(6) “to prepare a statement of faith and order, in harmony 
with the Lambeth Quadrilateral, upon which the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the U.S.A. is prepared to enter into inter- 
communion and to proceed toward organic federation with the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. or with any other interested 
Christian body.” 

2. The Commission adopted the following definitions :— 

(a) © Intercommunion between two Churches is understood as 
meaning that members of-either Church shall be permitted to 
receive the Holy Communion in the other, and that ministers of: 
either Ghurch shall be competent to celebrate the Holy Com- 
munion in the other.” 

The Bonn Agreement between the Anglican and Old Catholic 
Churches is cited as an example. 

(b) “ Organie federation presupposes intercommunion. It may 

take one of several forms. Among these are the following :— 
(1) a federation, such as now exists among the Churches of the 
Anglican Communion, with a council whose functions are purely 
advisory ; (2) a federation which has an advisory council as in 
(1), and in addition merges administrative and missionary 
agencies, the autonomy of the constituent Churches being not 
affected; (3) a federation which merges administrative and 
missionary agencies as in (2), and in addition has an overall 
legislative body with limited delegated powers.” 

3. The Statement of Faith and Order is presented. This 
Statement was unanimously adopted by the Commission and was 
submitted to the Lambeth Conference of 1948, which approved it 
in Resolution 59. The Commission therefore recommends the 
General Convention to resolve that “the Statement of Faith 
and Order, may: be.used an negotiations... with any interested 
Christian body.” 

The Statement is printed as an appendix to the present report. 
It was summarized in Faith and Unity, July, 1948, pp. 225 ff. 


Part II. NEGOTIATIONS WITH OTHER CHURCHES 


1. ‘‘ During the triennium, contacts with leaders in the Metho- 
dist Church have been established which may well lead to fruitful 
results in years to. come.”’ 
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2. No meeting has been held with the Presbyterians, but the 
chairmen of the two Commissions “ have been in frequent com- 
munication. We look forward to further meetings of their 
Department ‘with our Commission. A way must be found, 
through prayer and study, to reach agreement upon a ministry 


acceptable to both Churches.” 
The Commission therefore recommends the General Convention 


to resolve ‘to continue negotiations with the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., and to further or initiate such conversations 
with representatives of other Christian bodies ’’. 


PARTIII. A PrRoGRAM OF STUDY 


. ** We believe that every Christian should be cheered by the 
desire for Christian unity and the steady movement toward it. 


.. The achievement of union . . . is no easy task... . It is for us . 


.. to bend our . . . studies and prayers in that direction.”’ 

2. ‘‘ From the reports of three successive Lambeth Confer- 
ences, if 1920, 1930, and 1948, the broad lines of a reunion policy 
have begun to emerge. The bishops assembled at Lambeth in 
1948 again delineate the vision of a reunited Church.’” Two 
paragraphs of the Encyclical Letter (‘‘ Here we desire,’’ etc., pp. 
22,2 3) are then quoted. 

3. * There can be no full intercommunion . . . without ... a 
ministry acceptable both to _ episcopal and non-episcopa | 
Churches.’’ Lambeth Resolution 56 * recognizes this fact "’ 
‘Your Commission welcomes this resolution, which voices a 
judgment fully in accord with its own experience.’ 

‘ Framing a plan of union . . . requires that the clergy and 
laity of our Church should study ‘these issues thoroughly. It 
would require similar thought and study on the part of any who 
might unite with us. It requires also a realization of what might 
be-achieved by union, a growing understanding of other Churches 
and a closer co-operation and fellowship with them, and above all 
prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit... . 

‘* We believe that study of the problems of unity is a moral 
obligation laid upon every member of the Church and indis- 
pensable for enduring union. The differences of conviction, and 
the tensions which this study will disclose, must be faced in a 
spirit of candor, understanding and Christian brotherhood. 

“ A program of study . . . should center upon fundamental 
theological issues and practical problems involved in union, 
particularly those connected with the ministry. It should suggest 
ways of co-operation and mutual education.” 

The Commission therefore recommends the General Conven- 
tion to resolve that the Commission “ prepare study materials, 
. Suitable for clergy and lay peo bearing on issues and pro- 


blems @onnected with union, ... and to encourage the organization 


of study groups.’ 
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ParT IV_. 


A. AGREEMENT IN FAITH 


‘““One indispensable prerequisite of Church unity is mutual 
understanding. ... With the Presbyterians . . . a substantial agree- 
ment in faith actually exists, . . . set forth in the 1946 report ”’. 
(A summary of this agreement will be found in Faith and Unity, 
October, 1946, p. 41.) 

‘‘ These areas of agreement . . . are not sufficiently known and 
appreciated. No plan of union... can offer hope for success until 
mutual understanding has become general throughout our re- 
spective communions. Without such mutual understanding, the 
achievement of ey will remain a pious dream in place of a great 
imperative. .. .”’ 


B. COOPERATION IN ACTIVITIES 


‘We, therefore, recommend to the clergy and laity of our 
Church that they take every opportunity to initiate common 
projects of study, conferences and other activities with members 
of the Presbyterian Church. To this end we suggest the 
following :— 

‘1, That, except when the Holy Communion is celebrated, the 
congregations of the two Churches from time to time worship 
together... .” 

Nine other suggestions follow: for occasional joint meetings 
of Bible classes and young people's societies ; for the formation 
of joint clerical associations and joint vacation Bible schools ; 
that Presbyterian groups study the Book of Common Prayer and 
Episcopal groups the Book of Common Worship; for the ex- 
change of devotional, educational, and missionary literature ; for 
the exchange of leaders and members of summer conferences, and 

‘* occasionally '’ of members of faculties of seminaries ; and that 
student groups in colleges and universities undertake joint study 


and activities. 


PART V. UNITY AMONG OURSELVES 


‘We are- seeking to playa part in the healing of the deep 
divisions within the Christian Church. . . . We can expect little 
success in our efforts unless among’ ourselves there is mutual 
understanding and charity. .. ..No bodyof Christians seriously 
at variance within itself can hope to lead others into the unity. 
whichis the will of Christ. As we strive for the unity of the whole 
Church we must demonstrate unity among ourselves, remembering 
always that absolute uniformity is not a requirement in a living, 


loving fellowship. . . .”’ 
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‘Concluded from page 92.) 
previous ordination confers all that which is ferhaps lacking in 

grace and authority, because the whole Body was not represented 

in the previous ordination. : 


‘2. The other view represents. the standpoint that this con- 
ception of Supplemental Ordination raises- grave theological 
scruples and difficulties. For it evidently contains within itself 
the view that the grace of orders, the transmission of the apostolic 
commission, has really been received on an earlier occasion. 
Through the “supplemental ’’ rite something is now added. 
But after all what can be added to the substance of the apostolic 
commission ? If the non-episcopally ordained ministers receive 
this supplemental ordination from a Bishop, then it is either a 
repetition of the previous ordination (i.e. sacrilege), or an entirely ; 
new ordination, or a mere conferring of jurisdiction (and then the 
confusing expression Supplemental Ordination and the 
imposition of hands should be replaced by something else). It. 
the Bishops and priests already ordained through Bishops submit 
to supplemental ordination by non-episcopal ministers, this is 
irreconcilable with the traditional teaching on the Apostolic 
Succession. A man has either received in his ordination the 
commission through Christ or he has not. The Church can only 
recognize the accomplished fact, but cannot complete it, for the 
efficacy of ordination springs from Him, not only from the Church.” 


WISE WORDS 


* Love can never lower the standard of truth, nor demand of 
others that they shall outrage principle. Love will beget sym-- 
pathy (a quality far more human and divine than tolerance) ; it 

will be very patient, and seek te understand another’s point of 
0 But Love cannot avoid disagreement, nor even, On occasion, 
war. * Marvel not if the world hate you. It hated Me before it 
hated you.’ Such hatred and misrepresentation is suffered by 
those who uphold the truth and contend for the faith; they are 
constantly accused of being ‘ uncharitable’. But that accusa- 
tion must be borne without recrimination and without fear.” — 
I. Cruttwell Blomfield. Eguipoise, p. 81. 


Communications for the Editor and subscriptions to Faith and 
Unity (three shillings a year minimum). should be sent to the 
Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent, England. 
Copies of most back numbers of Fasth and Unity are available and 
can be had from the Secretary, price fourpence each, post free. 
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